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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6720

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2000 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmmttee on Agriculture & Rural Econom c Devel opnent
(originally sponsored by Senators Rasnussen, Stevens, Honeyford,
Swecker, Lovel and and Snyder)

Read first tine 02/ 01/ 2000.

AN ACT Relating to the Washi ngton state beef comm ssion; anendi ng
RCW 16. 67. 040, 16.67.090, 16.67.100, 16.67.110, 16.67.120, 16.67.122,
and 16.67.130; and repealing RCW 16. 67. 150.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW16.67.040 and 1997 ¢ 363 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

There is hereby created a Washington state beef conm ssion to be
t hus known and designated. The comm ssion shall be conposed of two
beef producers, two dairy (beef) producers, two feeders, one |ivestock
sal esyard operator, and one neat packer. |If an otherw se voting nenber
is elected as the chair of the comm ssion, the nenber may, during the
menber’s termas chair of the comm ssion, cast a vote as a nenber of
the comm ssion only to break a tie vote. |In addition there ((wH))
may be one ex officio nmenber wthout the right to vote from the
departnent of agriculture to be designated by the director thereof and
if the comm ssion so chooses, one additional nonvoting nenber in an

advi sory capacity appointed by the voting nenbers of the comm ssion for

such a termas the voting nenbers may set.
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A mgjority of voting nenmbers shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of any busi ness.

Al l appointed nenbers as stated i n RCW16. 67. 060 shall be citizens
and residents of this state, over the age of twenty-five years, each of
whom is and has been actually engaged in that phase of the cattle
i ndustry he or she represents for a period of five years, and has
during that period derived a substantial portion of his or her incone
therefrom or have a substantial investnent in cattle as an owner,
| essee, partner, or a stockholder owning at |east ten percent of the
voting stock in a corporation engaged in the production of cattle or
dressed beef, or a manager or executive officer of such corporation.
Producer nenbers of the comm ssion shall not be directly engaged in the
busi ness of being a neat packer, or as a feeder, feeding cattle other
than their own. Said qualifications nmust continue throughout each
menber’s term of office.

Sec. 2. RCW16.67.090 and 1982 ¢ 81 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

The powers and duties of the conmmssion shall include the
fol | ow ng:

(1) To adm nister and enforce the provisions of this chapter, and
do all things reasonably necessary to effectuate the purposes of this
chapter;

(2) To elect a chairman and such other officers as it deens
advi sabl e;

(3) To enpl oy and di scharge at its discretion a nanager, secretary,
and such other personnel, including attorneys engaged in the private
practice of | aw subject to the approval and supervision of the attorney
general , as the comm ssion determ nes are necessary and proper to carry
out the purposes of this chapter, and to prescribe their duties and
powers and fix their conpensation;

(4) To adopt, rescind, and anmend rules, regul ations and orders for
the exercise of its powers hereunder subject to the provisions of
chapter 34.05 RCW (Adm nistrative Procedure Act) as now or hereafter
anmended;

(5) To establish by resol ution, a headquarters which shall conti nue
as such unless and until so changed by the comm ssion. All records,
books and m nutes of the conm ssion shall be kept at such headquarters;

SSB 6720. SL p. 2
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(6) To require a bond of all comm ssion nenbers and enpl oyees of
the commssion in a position of trust in the anmount the conmm ssion
shal | deemnecessary. The prem umfor such bond or bonds shall be paid
by the comm ssion from assessnments col |l ected. Such bond shall not be
necessary if any such comm ssion nenber or enployee is covered by any
bl anket bond covering officials or enployees of +the state of
Washi ngt on.

(7) To establish a beef comm ssion revol ving fund, such fund to be
deposited in a bank or banks or financial institution or institutions,
approved for the deposit of state funds, in which all noney received by
t he comm ssi on, except an anmobunt of petty cash for each day’ s needs not
to exceed one hundred dollars, shall be deposited each day or as often
during the day as advi sabl e; none of the provisions of RCW43. 01. 050 as
now or hereafter anmended shall apply to noney collected under this
chapter;

(8) To prepare a budget or budgets covering anticipated i ncone and
expenses to be incurred in carrying out the provisions of this chapter
during each fiscal year

(9) To incur expense and enter into contracts and to create such
liabilities as may be reasonable for the proper adm nistration and
enforcement of this chapter;

(10) To borrow noney, not in excess of its estimate of its revenue
fromthe current year’s contributions;

(11) To keep or cause to be kept in accordance with accepted
standards of good accounting practice, accurate records of all
assessnents, expenditures, noneys and ot her financial transactions made
and done pursuant to this chapter. Such records, books and accounts
shall be audited at |east every five years subject to procedures and
met hods lawfully prescribed by the state auditor. Such books and
accounts shall be closed as of the |ast day of each fiscal year ((ef
the—state—eof \Vashingten)). A copy of such audit shall be delivered
within thirty days after conpletion thereof to the director, the state
auditor and the conm ssion. On such years and in such event the state
auditor is unable to audit the records, books and accounts within six
months following the close of the audit period it shall be mandatory
that the conm ssion enploy a private auditor to nmake such audit;

(12) To sue and be sued as a commission, wthout individual
liability for acts of the conm ssion within the scope of the powers
conferred upon it by this chapter;
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(13) To cooperate with any other local, state, or national
comm ssi on, organi zation or agency, whet her voluntary or established by
state or federal law, including recognized |livestock groups, engaged in
work or activities simlar tothe work and activities of the conm ssion
created by this chapter and nmake contracts and agreenents with such
organi zati ons or agencies for carrying on joint prograns beneficial to
t he beef industry;

(14) To accept grants, donations, contributions or gifts from any
government al agency or private source for expenditures for any purpose
consistent wwth the provisions of this chapter;

(15) To operate jointly with beef comm ssions or simlar agencies
established by state |l aws i n adjoining states.

Sec. 3. RCW16.67.100 and 1969 ¢ 133 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

The comm ssion shall hold regular neetings, at |east quarterly,
with the tine and date thereof to be fixed by resolution of the
conmi ssi on.

The comm ssion shall hold an annual neeting((;—at—whieh—tire—an
anhdgal—repert—wi—be—presented) ). The proposed budget shall be
presented for discussion at the neeting. Notice of the annual neeting
shal | be given by the comm ssion at | east ten days prior to the neeting
by public notice of such neeting published in newspapers of genera
circulation in the state of Washi ngton, by radi o and press rel eases and
t hrough trade publications.

The comm ssion shall establish by resolution, the tine, place and
manner of calling special neetings of the comm ssion with reasonabl e
notice to the nenbers: PROVI DED, That, the notice of any special
meeting may be waived by a waiver thereof by each nenber of the
conmi ssi on.

Sec. 4. RCW16.67.110 and 1969 ¢ 133 s 10 are each anended to read
as follows:

The conm ssion shall provide for prograns designed to i ncrease the
consunption of beef; develop nore efficient nethods for the production,
processi ng, handling and marketing of beef; elimnate transportation
rate inequalities on feed grains and suppl enents and ot her production
supplies adversely affecting Washington producers; properly identify
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beef and beef products for consunmers as to quality and origin. For
t hese purposes the comm ssion nay:

(1) Provide for prograns for advertising, sales pronotion and
education, locally, nationally or internationally, for maintaining
present markets and/or creating new or |larger markets for beef. Such
prograns shall be directed toward i ncreasi ng the sal e of beef ((wtheut
referencetoanypartiecularbrandoer—trademark)) and shall neither make
use of false or unwarranted clains in behalf of beef nor di sparage the
quality, value, sale or use of any other agricultural commuodity;

(2) Provide for research to devel op and di scover the health, food,
t herapeutic and dietetic value of beef and beef products thereof;

(3) Make grants to research agencies for financing studies,
including funds for the purchase or acquisition of equipnents and
facilities, in problens of beef production, processing, handling and
mar ket i ng;

(4) Dissemnate reliable information founded upon the research
undertaken under this chapter or otherw se avail abl e;

(5) Provide for rate studies and participate in rate hearings
connected with problens of beef production, processing, handling or
mar keti ng; and

(6) Provide for proper |abeling of beef and beef products so that
the purchaser and the consum ng public of the state will be readily
apprised of the quality of the product and how and where it was
processed.

Sec. 5. RCW16.67.120 and 1987 ¢ 393 s 11 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) ((EBExeept—as—providedinsubseeton{2)—ofthisseetion-)) There
is hereby levied an assessnent of fifty cents per head on all
Washi ngton cattle sold in this state or el sewhere to be paid by the
seller at the time of sale: ((PROWDBED—That—+f—the-assessnent—tevied

estabH-shes—an—assesshrent—on—these—animals:-)) PROVIDED ((FYURFHER)),
That if such sale is acconpanied by a brand inspection by the
departnment such assessnent ((shall)) may be coll ected at the sane tine,
place and in the same manner as brand inspection fees. Such fees
((shalt)) may be collected by the |ivestock services division of the
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departnent and transmtted to the conm ssion: PROVIDED FURTHER, That,
if such sale is made without a brand inspection by the departnent the
assessnent shall be paid by the seller and transmtted directly to the
comm ssi on ((net—tater—than—thirty—days—FoHoewng—the——sale)) by the
fifteenth day of the nonth following the nonth the transaction
occurr ed.

(2) ((Whte—the—tederal—order—tnplerenting—the—national—beef

: I I . . ” | I I

tevied-and)) The procedures for ((+ts—eelleetion)) collecting all state
and federal assessnents under this chapter shall be as required by the
federal order and as described by rul es adopted by the comm ssion.

Sec. 6. RCW16.67.122 and 1986 ¢ 190 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

In addition to the assessnent aut horized pursuant to RCW16. 67. 120,
the conmmission ((shaH—have)) has the authority to collect an
addi tional assessnent of ((#++fty—-eents)) one dollar per head for cattle
subject to assessnment by federal order for the purpose of providing
funds for a national beef pronotion and research program The manner
in which this assessnent will be levied and collected shall be
established by rule. The authority to collect this assessnent shall be
conti ngent upon the i npl enentation of federal |egislation providing for
a national beef pronotion and research programand the establishnment of
t he assessnent requirenent to fund its activities.

Sec. 7. RCW16.67.130 and 1969 ¢ 133 s 12 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any due and payabl e assessnent | evied under the provisions of this
chapter shall constitute a personal debt of every person so assessed or
who otherwi se owes the sane and shall be due and payable ((wthin
thi+ty—days—+tromthedate+t—becormresHirst—duethe—ecoemmssion)) on the
fifteenth day of the nonth following the nonth the transaction
occurred. In the event any such person fails to pay the full anount
within such ((thirty—days)) time, the commission shall add to such
unpai d assessnent an anount of ten percent of the unpaid assessnent to
defray the cost of collecting the sane. In the event of failure of
such person to pay such due and payabl e assessnent, the comm ssi on may
bring civil action against such person in a state court of conpetent
jurisdiction for the collection thereof, together with the above

SSB 6720. SL p. 6
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specified ten percent thereon and any other additional necessary
reasonabl e costs including attorneys’ fees. Such action shall be tried
and judgnment rendered as in any other cause of action for debt due and
payabl e.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 8. RCW 16.67. 150 (Sales of m Ik production
ani mal s exenpted fromassessnent - - Exception) and 1986 ¢ 190 s 3 & 1969
c 133 s 14 are each repeal ed.

Passed the Senate March 6, 2000.

Passed the House March 1, 2000.

Approved by the Governor March 27, 2000.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State March 27, 2000.
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